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Tom A. Coburn, a congressional maverick who kept his promise to serve three terms and then leave

Washington, offers a candid look at the inner workings of Congress-why the system changes

politicians instead of vice versa. Breach of Trust shows readers, through shocking

behind-the-scenes stories, why Washington resists the reform our country desperately needs and

how they can make wise, informed decisions about current and future political issues and

candidates. This honest and critical look at "business as usual" in Congress reveals how and why

elected representatives are quickly seduced into becoming career politicians who won't push for

change. Along the way, Coburn offers readers realistic ideas for how to make a difference.
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This is an extraordinary book, an easy to read book, which is organized to provide 10 truths, 3

myths, 4 dangers, and 5 actions that citizens can take to restore the integrity of the Congress (both

Senate and House).The author's conclusions, based on his experience as a three-term

Congressman, are consistent with both the recent polls that show that Americans damn both the

Democrats and the Republicans as corrupt and ineffective at representing We the People, and with

books such as Peter Peterson's "Running On Empty: How The Democratic and Republican Parties

Are Bankrupting Our Future and What Americans Can Do About It."As a moderate Republican, I

found this book representative precisely of the vision I signed up to in the 1970's--smaller



government, less waste, more discretion to the states.Two quotes really stand out:xix: "Although the

events o September 11, 2001 have focused the public attention on the threat of international

terrorism, the greatest threat to the continuity of our form of government is our government itself."79:

"What makes this [Party Line] mentality dangerous is that when the team is held together by

careerism and mindless partisanship, individual members are punished for thinking for themselves

[or their Districts]. When members can't think for themselves their constituents are deprived of

honest representation."The book itemizes the positive aspects of the "Contract with America" that

the Republican class of 1994 hoped to achieve, and blasts Newt Gingrich for failing to honor the

contract and failing as a leader.Robert Novak is to be complemented for his superb foreword and

his support of this book.
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